UsING COMEDY
AT A CONFERENCE

Comedian and event director Barry McLeod says comedy can enhance
a conference program and help cement key messages in the minds of
delegates. Or it can bomb like nothing else!

'@ have loved a laugh since
the dawn of time. We were
toid by our grandparents
that laughter is good for the
soul. W evan LOL when laxting to
COMMUrIcale wi an understanding a joke, S0
how does comedy §t inlo the MICE market?

1 wirite this from a personal experience
paint of view from a mult-faceted career as
performance coach, professional MC,
comedian, and event direcior. Everds,

conferences and exhibitions al benest fram
humous - whathir il is & gala dinner sel or a
few grab ines at an exhibition.

Knowing your audience, and getting the
right person to adapt a performance is
paramount for success, ¥ you need knowledge
ancl wanl enbertaining, gl someons who
understands your markel segment, Il you just
want funny then get a comedian.

Engapement is the kay and there s no
better way to keep an audience entertained
than laughter. However, it can be a minefield

56 of "Goldilocks and the three

where getting i just rght & vital
and wa're not lalking pormcdge!

Thera s & massive difference between dub
and corporate comedy. Club comedy i
whers the audienca is puraly there to ba
enfartained. Their reason for baing thera is to
laugh. Corporate comedy incorporales
comedy inlo a program (unless il i a comedy

), whie delegates ams primariy these 10 be informed. Thisy have sacsificed 1ime and spenl
maney ta be thers, travelled a distance, been up earty’ had & big right, and o it has got 1o be
refavant! it must fit in to “wiy am | hera?". The best piece of scripted comedy, no matiar how
clever and how funmy, can bomb # it is not in context or not targeted to the audianca.

To make comedy wark you must know your audience, know the talent, and pravide the
clearest of clear briafs, espocially what 1o avoid and what is “open season,” Baing in the right
Eime-giet an the program is eritical - not 10c tate and defindely not 100 early.... st right

Critical to success | the comect room set up and proper production. A comedian neads 1o
connect with their audience. A stand up function with a stand up comedian is a disaster in the
making unkess the audience is moved up 1o the stage. This is a must at cocklall functions where

pacple cannal applaud whan they are holding drinks, canapés & handbagsrefcasas!
| fincd the

jest laughs in the MICE marked is repariee
redipvant b thi group or industry wihens thi comeckan is warking the crowd. Keeping in context
and relating back to the day's events, gossio bicopens and characters. Laadens in the industry
wil put their hands up to be involved — they welcome a roast (as long as they know the content}
Dealegates love being entertainad by their own and if it is funny, even batter. Content must naver
be cruel or defamatary.

“an the spot’. Comedy that s totally

Thi best idea i 10 have an master af
avent, Thens are many funiy MOS whao claim not 16 be comedians, They say “Bul I'm not a
comedian!” They make you laugh and that's comey! There are MCs wha clam 1o be
comeadans who are not funny. There are some comedians who are engaged as MCs who ane
tatally inappropriste

How to find the best comedian MC?T They should be both MC and comedian. And it's a fine mix.

Testmonial pages wil guide you,

A NG whe 18 Tunry will It n event, keep everyone cn (Feir oo
periodically 10 1he driest conterence.

Thera are briliant comedans out thers - some have the corporata comedy nalled and some
ane just not appropriate for the conderance. i you are using a comedian as part of your
entertainment then it is key to have tham in tha right slot, and it is imperative to have the comect
room set up, Standup neads 1o be intimate, the delegates must be relaxed and feel safe.

Whian thal batance is just right, it's gold! m
Contact Barry McLeod for further details on mdleod. i or

Sramonies 10 host your

nd b surs 1o make thase phane calls for referenc

wil give fight rakiaf




